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EMPIRE  DAY,  I9I6. 


"  What  matters  one  gone  if  the  flag  floats  on." 

That  was  the  spirit  of  Anzac,  the  first  anniversary  of 
wliich  we  keep  this  year,  and  tlie  same  spirit  has  upheld 
the  Canadians,  South  .\fricans  and  others  from  Overseas 
in  this  great  war  for  hberty.  How  shall  wc  at  home  show 
gratitude  this  Empire  Day  for  their  fortitude  and  self- 
sacrifice  ?  5Iiss  Chamberlain  proposes  a  plan  so  simple 
that  all  may  join  in  it,  so  happily  conceived  that  wc  think 
all  will  wish  to  help  in  carrying  it  out. 

The  project  is  to  give  each  Overseas  unit  a  silk  Union 

(All  riglils  lesen'eil.J 


Jack  and  silver  shield  on  which  may  be  engraved  the  special 
achievements  they  have  won.  The  object  being  to  express 
the  gratitude  of  the  women  and  girls  at  home  to  those  who 
have  helped  to  defend  their  land  and  the  honour  of  the 
Empire.  Subscriptions  may  range  from  a  penny  stamp 
upwards  ;  thus  the  gift  comes  within  the  reach  of  all.  Mrs. 
Lock  this  month  gives  an  account  of  the  first  presentation 
of  flag  and  shield  to  a  New  Zealand  unit.  If  you  would  like 
to  join  in  this  gift,  will  you  have  a  httle  penny  flag  fund 
collection  on  Empire  Day  "  for  the  brave  hearts  over  the 
sea "  ?  All  contributions  should  be  sent  to  the  Hon, 
Secretary,  League  of  the  Empire,  28,  Buckingham  Gate, 
S.W. 
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THE  STORY  OF  THE  GREAT  WAR. 

August,  1914     M.inh,  lyio. 


THE  AUSTRALASIANS  AND  THE  WAR. 

The  Enthusiasm  of  the  Antipodes. 

Australia,  said  the  Dominion's  Prime  Minister  on  the 
outbreak  of  war,  will  be  with  the  Empire  "  to  the  last 
man  and  the  last  shilhng."  And  New  Zealand  was  equally 
loyal :  "  We  have  put  our  hands  to  the  plough,"  declared 
the  Premier,  "  and  there  will  be  no  looking  back.  In  this 
hour  of  national  crisis  New  Zealand  stands  hand  to  hand 
with  her  sister  Dominions." 

It  was  the  voice  of  the  people  speaking  through  their 
representatives.  Directly  war  was  declared  the  Aus- 
trahans,  men  and  women,  showed  the  fine  stuff  of  which 
they  were  made.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  men  to  serve  in 
the  Imperial  Army  knew  no  bounds,  and  before  a  few 
weeks  had  gone  by  a  first  contingent,  perfectly  equipped, 
with  a  fully-staffed  medical  ancl  ambulance  corps,  had 
embarked  for  ser\-ice  in  different  parts  of  the  war  area. 

These  two  Dominions  were  better  prepared  than  the  rest 
of  the  Empire  for  the  catastrophe  that  occurred  so  suddenly, 
because  both  countries  had  already  established  a  system 
of  universal  training  for  home  defence.  It  was,  therefore, 
not  difficult  to  call  up  men  of  military  age,  and  within 
twelve  hours  of  the  news  of  the  declaration  of  war  every 
soldier  was  at  his  post. 

The  Practical  Help  of  Australasia. 

Tens  of  tliousands  of  gallant  Anzacs,  as  they  have  been 
called  since  the  landing  in  Gallipoli,  have  fought  with  the 
AUies  in  France,  in  the  Dardanelles,  in  Egypt,  and  of  this 
large  number  many  have  been  killed  or  woimded.  Yet 
still  they  come,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  their  countrjonen  in 
the  cause  of  the  Empire  knows  no  slackening. 

Enormous  supphes  of  frozen  meat  and  other  food-stuffs, 
as  well  as  wool,  have  been  forwarded  to  England  for  dis- 
tribution, while  immense  sums  of  money,  sent  from  all 
parts  of  the  two  Dominions,  have  been  contributed  to  the 
Red  Cross  Fund,  the  Belgian  Fund  and  various  rehef 
funds  organised  in  this  country.  Hospitals  and  con- 
valescent homes  have  also  been  estabhshed  by  the  Aus- 
tralasians. 


The  boys  and  girls  are  also  doing  their  part ;  the  former 
liave  discovered  all  sorts  of  odd  ways  of  earning  money 
in  order  to  lulp  the  men  at  the  front  and  on  the  seas, 
while  the  latter,  like  girls  all  over  the  Empire,  have  used 
tlieir  needle  to  good  purpose.  The  schools  collect  pennies, 
give  entertainments,  hold  sales,  &c.  We  read  of  boys 
who  have  snared  rabbits,  ridden  miles  to  carry  goods, 
saved  their  sweet  money  and  acted  as  "  odd-job  "  men, 
in  order  to  help  on  the  War  Funds.  The  League  of  the 
Empire  has  received  many  letters  from  young  boys  re- 
gretting that  they  are  not  allowed  to  fight  for  the  Empire. 

Tlie  commercial  classes  of  Australia  have  showed  their 
patriotism  by  accepting  without  a  murmur  the  T'ederal 
Government's  decision  to  prohibit  the  export  of  food- 
stuffs, wool,  coal,  sheepskins,  e.xcept  by  special  permission, 
thus  inflicting  a  heavy  loss  on  the  traders  of  the  Dominion. 

The  Australian  Navy. 

"  Gallant  sons  of  English  freemen. 
Sailors  bold  and  true." 
"  If  our  men,"  wrote  the  High  Commissioner  of  Australia,  "  are 
deemed  worthy  to  take  their  places  side  by  side  with  the  British 
man  o'  war's  man,  they  seek  no  greater  praise." 

Australia,  alone  of  all  the  Dominions,  has  been  able  to 
place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Empire  a  well  equipped  and 
efficient  Navy,  which  has  fulfilled  the  high  hopes  of  the 
people.  New  Zealand,  on  the  other  hand,  possesses  no 
navy  of  her  own,  but  before  the  outbreak  of  war  she  had 
presented  to  the  British  Navy  a  first-class  battle  cruiser, 
the  "  New  Zealand,"  which  took  part  in  the  successful 
fight  off  Heligoland. 

The  Australian  Navy  was  immediately  mobihsed,  and 
much  activity  was  promptly  shown.  Its  first  duty  was 
to  convoy  a  small  force  of  New  Zealanders  over  2,000 
miles  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  Gemian  Samoa,  where  the 
British  flag  was  hoisted  without  the  firing  of  a  single  shot. 

The  battle  cruiser  "  Austraha "  has  patrolled  the 
southern  waters,  and  kept  the  South  Pacific  Ocean  almost 
entirely  free  from  enemy  ships,  thus  protecting  the  great 
trade  routes  and  destroying  German  influence  and  the 
German  colonial  possessions.  In  conjunction  with  British 
vessels,  Australian  cruisers  helped  to  convoy  safely  to 
Egypt  large  contingents  of  troops  from  the  two  Dominions. 

It  was  an  Austrahan  cruiser,  the  "  Sydney,"  that  cap- 
tured and  destroyed  that  daring  raider  the  "  Emden," 
which  had  done  so  much  damage  to  shipping  in  both  the 
Pacific  and  Indian  oceans. 

The  Immortal  Deeds  in  Gallipoli. 

The  world  will  ne\er  forget  the  glorious  work  of  the 
Australians  in  GalUpoh.  The  story  of  the  landing  of  those 
troops  on  the  shot-ridden  beaches  of  the  peninsula  on 
Sunday,  April  25,  will  rank  among  the  finest  records  of  the 
Empire's  great  deeds..  Exposed  to  the  full  fire  of  the  Turks 
entrenched  above,  the  men  of  the  Southern  Cross  never 
wavered.  For  days  they  held  their  ground,  digging  them- 
selves in,  and  waiting  a  favourable  opportunity  for  an 
advance.  The  ascent  of  the  ridge  was  accomplished  with 
great  difficulty,  and  the  attack  which  followed  was  terrible. 
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The  enemy  was  never  defeated,  but  the  Allies  maintaiiud 
a  firm  tooting  on  tlie  Peninsula. 

Since  the  spring  of  1915  attacks  and  counter-attacks 
have  been  unceasing.  Our  nicn  have  fought  with  the 
greatest  heroism  and  determination,  and  the  losses  have 
been  terrific.  Thousands  of  gallant  Australasians  liavc 
laid  down  their  lives  and  thousands  will  bear  for  the  rest 
of  their  da\-s  the  marks  of  those  awful  months  when  there 
was  no  respite  from  gun  fire  by  night  or  by  day. 

Deeds  of  prodigious  valour  were  performed,  the  Turks 
themselves  expressing  the  greatest  admiration  for  these 
heroic  Australasians.  They  were  not  to  win  through, 
however,  to  Constantinople,  and  on  December  20,  1915, 
it  was  officially  stated  that  British  troops  had  been  with- 
lirawn  from  Suvla  and  Anzac  Bays ,  and  on  January  9, 1916 
that  the  evacuation  of  Gallipoh  was  completed  without 
mishap. 


Tliu  Turks  wire  liighir  \ip  than  wc  wun-,  ami  I  .suppose  that  is  how 
I  threw  tlicm  over  my  .shoulder.  It's  au  old  trick  that  is  taught  in 
tile  Giiard.s." 

Some  of  those  Winning  the  V.C. 

Lieut.  Wii.i.i.^M  JuiiN  Sv.MONS,  7th  Battalion,  Australian  Imperial 
Force. 

For  most  conspicuous  bravery  on  the  night  of  August  8-9  at  I/sne 
I'inc  trenches. 

lie  was  in  command  of  the  right  section  of  the  newly  captured 
trenches  held  by  his  battalion,  and  repelled  several  counter-attacks 
with  great  coolness.  .\t  about  5  a.m.  on  .\ugust  0  a  scries  of  deter- 
mined attacks  were  made  by  the  enemy  on  an  isolated  sap,  and  six 
ollicers  were  in  succession  killed  or  severely  wounded,  a  portion  of 
the  sap  being  lost. 

Lieut.  Symons  then  led  a  charge  and  retook  the  lost  sap,  shooting 
tun  Turks  with  his  revolver.  The  sap  was  under  hostile  fire  from 
three  sides,  and  Lieut.  Symons  withdrew  some  15  yards  to  a  spot 
where  some  overhead  cover  could  be  obtained,  and  in  the  face  of 
heavy  fire  built  up  a  sand  barricade.  The  enemy  succeeded  in 
setting  fire  to  the  fa,>;<-ines  and  woodwork  of  the  head-cover,  but  Lieut. 
Symons  extinguished  the  fire  and  rebuilt  the  barricade. 

His  coolness  and  determination  finally  compelled  the  enemy  to 
discontinue  their  attacks. 


THE   OPENING   OF   THE   .\USTR.\LI.\N    P.^RLl.AMENT. 
Published  by  pcrmisBion  in  "The  BrittsH  Empire  and  its  History."  League  of  the  Empire. 


!n  Ihe  Royal  Galleries.    Painted  by  T.  Roberts. 


Many  V.C. 's  have  been  gained  in  tlie  GallipoH  campaign 
and  an  account  of  some  of  the  deeds  which  won  these 
coveted  honours  will  be  of  interest. 

Pitchforking  the  Turk. 

The  big  Australian  who  pitcliforked  Turks  over  his  shoulder  as  if 
it  was  child's  play  returned  to  Sydney  recently  with  the  Queensland 
wounded.  Sergeant  Burne  is  his  name,  an  Irishman  by  birth,  and 
he  has  spent  the  last  few  years  in  Queensland. 

lie  did  not  want  to  talk  about  it.  "  It  is  not  a  case  for  me  to 
take  any  credit  at  all,"  he  said.  "  I  was  in  the  platoon  that  landed 
(iT.st  on  the  right.  Our  lieutenant  was  the  6rst  man  to  get  ashore — 
and  as  game  a  man  who  ever  stepped  a,shore.  I  followed  him.  I 
was  ordered  to  take  in  hand  a  line  of  sharp-shooters,  who  were  caus- 
ing a  lotTfjf  trouble.  There  was  also  a  machine-gun  on  the  hill. 
SomclKjdy^had  to  stop  it.  Mjsclf  and  two  lads  went  up,  and  we 
stopped  it.     That's  all." 

Prcs.sed  for  furtlier  details.  Sergeant  Burne  went  on.  "  There 
were  ten  Turks  there.  We  got  the  Turks  and  we  got  the  machine- 
gun,  but  I  lost  my  two  lads.  They  were  only  boys,  but,  let  me  tell 
you,  the  .\ustralians  .-iro  the  best  fighters  in  the  world.  One  of  the 
lads  fixed  the  t'lerman  oHicer  who  wiW  working  the  machine-gun 


Lieut.  Fri-dEkicic  HAROI.D  TuBB,  7th  Battalion  Australian 
Imperial  Force. 

For  most  conspicuous  bravery  and  devotion  to  duty  at  Lone  Pne 
trenches  on  August  q.  In  the  early  morning  the  enemy  made  a 
determined  counter-attack  on  the  centre  of  the  newly-cpptured 
trench  held  by  Lieut.  Tubb.  They  advanced  up  a  sap  and  blew  in 
a  sandbag  b.irrica-l-,  leaving  onlv  one  foot  of  it  .standini;.  but  Lieut. 
Tubb  led  his  men  back,  retnilscd  the  enemy,  and  rebuilt  the  barricade. 

Supported  by  strong  bombing  parties,  the  enemy  succeeded  in 
twice  again  blowing  in  the  barricade,  but  on  each  occasion  Lieut. 
Tubb,  although  wounded  in  the  head  and  arm,  held  his  ground  with 
the  greatest  coolness,  and  rebuilt  it,  and  finally  succeeded  in  main- 
taining his  position  under  very  heavy  bomb  lire. 

Corpl.  CVRir.  ROVSTON  GuYTON  B.\SSETT,  No.  4-515,  New  Zealand 
Divisional  Sign.il  Company. 

For  most  conspicuous  bravery  and  devotion  to  duty  on  the 
Chunuk  Bair  ridge  in  the  Gallipoli  Peninsula,  on  Augn.st  7. 

After  the  New  Zealand  Infantry  Brigade  had  attacked  and  estab- 
lished itself  on  the  ridge,  Cpl.  Ba.ssctt,  in  full  daylight  and  under  a 
continuous  and  heavv  lire,  succeeded  in  laying  a  telephone  hne  from 
the  old  position  to  the  new  one  on  Chunuk  Ba^r.  He  has  subse- 
quently been  brought  to  notice  for  further  excellent  and  most 
gallant  work 
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TRENCH  WARFARE. 

Human  Moles. 

'rUoiisaiuls  ol'  soldii-rs  to-ilay  (in  l!i'l,t;iuni.  in  iMaiux',  in 
Italy,  ill  Russia,  in  llu'  lialcaiis.  cnoniy  aiul  Ally  alikf).  arc 
liviiii;  like  moles  bnrrowin.n  iR'neath  tlu'  surface  of  the  earth. 

Trench  warfare  has  develoiud  dnrini,'  the  present  great 
ooiiilict  to  an  extent  unknown  in  earlier  times.  A  modern 
field  of  battle  ]>resents  an  extraordinary  sight  ;  indeed  only 
those  in  an  aerojilane  or  other  kind  of  aircraft  can  get  any  clear 
view  of  what  it  is  like.  Little  is  visible  over  a  great  level  plain 
but  lines  of  moiuuls  formed  of  wire  nettings,  sheets  of  iron, 
sandbags,  branches.  These  are  the  parapets  which  serve  as  a 
protection  to  the  trenches. 

Object  of  Trench  W.irfare. 

It  may  be  said  that  on  all  the  fronts  where  trench  warfare 
has  been  adopted  gradual  exhau.stion  of  the  enemy  has  been 
aimed  at. 

The  Gennans.  who  had  long  prepared  for  this  war,  began  to 
tlig  themselves  in  directly  they  had  marched  through  Belgium 
and  reached  the  French  frontier,  thus  obhging  the  Allies  to  do 
hkewise. 

On  the  Western  I'ront  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  Allies 
were  greatly  outnumbered  by  the  Germans.  Consequently 
the  enemy  belie\-ed  that  they  could  either  force  their  opponents 
to  a  battle  in  the  open,  where  victory  appeared  assured,  or 
capture  their  trenches  with  little  difficulty.  In  neither  case, 
however,  were  their  hopes  realised. 

The  Construction  of  the  Trenches. 

The  Ivnglish  trenches  are  generally  about  0  ft.  deep,  while 
the  German  ones  often  extend  to  a  depth  of  20  ft.,  and  are  very 
sohdly  constructed,  with  steps  or  ladders  leading  dowii  to 
them.  It  will  be  readily  understood  that  such  trenches, 
protected  in  every  imaginable  way,  are  extremely  difficult  to 
take.  It  requires  an  enormous  munber  of  shells  to  blow  up  the 
German  entanglements  and  dislodge  the  trench  inhabitants. 
Consequently,  imtil  the  Allies  were  provided  with  the  required 
nmuber  of  shells,  no  advance  was  possible.  But  since  Sep- 
tember, 1915,  shells  ill 
abundance  have  been 
forthcoming,  and 
steady  though  slow 
progress  has  been 
made. 

The  trenches  afford 
protection  from  both 
artillery  and  rifle  fire, 
and  sometimes  for  days 
together  few  casualties 
occur  except  where 
men  have  carelessly 
put  their  heads  above 
the  parapet  and  so  be- 
come the  target  of  the 
expert  snipers.  The 
trenches  are  so  made 
that  a  shell  when  it 
bursts  shall  do  as  little 
damage  as  possible. 
With  this  object  in 
view  the)'  are  built  in 
irregular  zig-zag  hues,  some  running  at  right  angles  to  the 
others,  with  sandbags  in  front  of  them  to  break  the  force  of 
the  shells.  In  some  places  the  first  line  of  trenches  are  within 
60  3'ds.  of  each  other. 

In  addition  to  the  firing  trenches  there  are  the  conimunicatioii 
trenches  through  which  men  and  food  are  sent  into  the  front 
lines. 


&ftOtia'lTPE  or  (JER«W))  DUO-OUT  (LEiS  USU4U) 

Access  THROUOH  W«Lr  CALV-ERr  IH  THE  SHJiPE^r  A  WEIL , 


Individual  Shield,  made  of  7mm 
steel  sheet.  with  shooting  aper- 
ture and  its  movable  lid. 


The  trenches  form  a  regular 
imdergroimd  town  with  a  perfect 
network  of  roads  for  which  a 
guide  is  reiiuired  when  the  soldiers 
are  .sent  to  and  from  the  firing 
line. 

"Dug-outs,"  the  nndergroimd 
rooms  cut  out  of  the  trenches, 
are  often  made  warm  and  cosy. 
They   .serve    as   oflicers'   (|uarters 

and  here  much  important  work  is  done,  for  the  telephone 
is  in  constant  use,  and  new  ])lans  and  arrangements  are 
made  in  consultation  with  those  in  different  ])arts  of  the 
field. 

Life  in  the  Trenches. 

There  is  very  little  rest  for  the  men  while  they  are  on  duty  in 
the  trenches.  Perpetual  watch  must  always  be  kept,  and  for 
this  purpose  the  periscope,  an  instrument  fitted  with  mirrors 
which  reflect  what  is  happening  on  the  level  ground,  has  been 
found  very  u.seful.  A  certain  number  of  the  men  are  told  off 
to  act  as  "  listeners."  and  to  get  as  near  as  pos.sible  in  the 
darkness  to  the  enemy's  lines,  and  find  out  their  plans.  The 
trenches  themselves  constantly  require  repairing,  both  in.side 
and  out — the  latter  a  work  of  great  difficulty  and  danger,  for 
the  sniper  is  ever  on  the  alert.  Then  again,  men  are  often 
occupied  in  tminelling  towards  the  enemy's  lines  to  blow  up  his 
trenches. 

So  arduous  is  the  work,  and  so  great  the  strain  that  our 
soldiers  seldom  stay  in  the  trenches  more  than  four  or  five  days 
at  a  spell,  after  which  they  get  a  few  days'  complete  rest  at  a 
village  outside  the  firing  line. 

In  the  summer,  trench  conditions  are  fairly  satisfactory,  but 
at  this  time  of  the  year  the  men  have  to  endure  many  hard- 
ships. It  is  almost  imi30.ssible  to  keep  the  trenches  quite 
water-tight,  though,  thanks  to  the  trench  pump  and  the  wooden 
flooring,  things  are  much  better  than  they  were  last  winter. 
In  the  frosty  weather  frost  bite  among  the  men  is  a  very 
common  and  a  very  painful  complaint. 

Yet  in  spite  of  everything,  the  men  in  the  trenches  are  a 
cheery  set,  full  of  good  fellowship  and  fim,  ready  to  turn  their 
hands  to  anything  and  prepared  to  face  bravely  what  ever 
comes  along.  They  may  now  and  again  grumble  at  the  per- 
petual "  bully  beef,"  but  there  is  never  a  grumble  when  danger 
has  to  be  faced  or  death  to  be  risked. 

"  Up,  Boys,  and  Over  !  " 

These  are  the  words  the  soldiers  hear  when  the  order  comes 
down  the  lines  for  an  attack.  They  have,  perhaps  waited  and 
longed  for  this  command  for  many  a  day,  and  at  last  their 
chance  has  come  to  meet  the  "  Bosches  "  face  to  face.  Xowa- 
da3's  no  attack  is  made  imtil  vast  stores  of  ammimitions  have 
been  employed  in  blowing  up  the  wire  entanglements  and  steel 
plates  in  front  of  the  enemy  trenches.  This  done,  the  men  in  a 
flash  jmup  out  of  their  trenches,  cUmb  over  the  parapet  and 
dash  as  for  dear  life  over  the  ground  that  separates  them  from 
the  enemy.  Some.  alas,  fall  on  the  way.  But  the  rest  having 
reached  the  enemy's  trench,  use  their  rifles,  bayonets  and  bombs 
on  those  of  the  occupants  who  will  not  surrender.  The  hand 
grenade,  much  used  in  earher  fighting  days,  has  proved  a  most 
valuable  weapon  in  this  trench  warfare. 

Some  of  the  most  desperate  fighting  in  this  war  has  taken 
place  in  the  trenches  where  men  have  in  many  cases  fought 
hand  to  hand,  after  the  supply  of  ammunition  has  come  to  an 
end,  and  bayonets  have  already  been  used.  Directly  the 
trench  is  taken  the  victors  proceed  to  erect  barricades  once 
more,  on  the  opposite  side,  of  course,  to  that  formerly  protected. 

Trenches  have  been  taken  and  retaken  a  dozen  times  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks,  so  that  although  gromid  may  be  gained 
by  this  mode  of  warfare  it  does  not  now  seem  as  if  it  can 
possibly  bring  about  any  decisive  result. 
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IN    THE    IRENCHES. 


OUR    PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

Readers  of  the  All-Red  Mail  will  like  to  know  that  our 
prisoners  of  war  have  for  many  months  been  receiving 
parcels  of  comforts  and  clothing.  In  addition  to  work  for 
the  British  prisoners,  the  League  has  also  sent  supplies  to 
the  Russian  Prisoners'  Fund.  The  following  acknowledg- 
ments show  how  warmly  the  gifts  have  been  welcomed  and 
how  much  our  men  h  i\-o  needed  them. 
Private  in  Manchester  Regiment. 

1  lieg  lo  thank,  you  for  the  parcel  you  .sent  me,  which  I 
received  in  the  best  of  condition.  I  also  received  your  welconit- 
jKjstcard. 

Private  in  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers. 

Just  a  line   to  let  you  know  I  have  received  your  parcel 
safely    and   in    good    condition.     I    have    quite    enjoyed    the 
contents,  and  thank  you  very  much  for  j'our  kiudnes.s.     I  am 
keeping  well. 
Private,  Connaught  Rangers. 

I  received  the  \try  welcome  parcel,  for  which  I  am  very 
thankful.  The  contents  were  .splendid.  The  muffler  was 
very  suitable  for  the  weather,  as  it  is  very  cold  now,  snow 
fallini,'  continually  I  received  a  ver>'  nice  letter  from  Miss  Y. 
Private  in  Suffolk  Regiment. 

1  received  your  jxjstcard  and  parcels,  and  am  answering  as 
soon  :is  possible.  Dear  Madam,  give  my  .sineerest  thanks  to 
Miss  S.  I  am  a  native  of  Ipswich,  anil  was  taken  pri.soner 
on  August  2f).  irH4.  I  have  four  brothers  who  are  soldiers, 
including  myself.  The  only  jjarcels  I  get  are  from  two  clunns 
occasionally,  who  are  both  deformed.  I  know  a  fellow  who 
will  be  please<l  to  share  the  parcel  with  me.  as  he  is  in  the 
same  circumstaiics  as  myself.  My  people  are  not  in  a  position 
to  .send  me  nuicli. 


Seaman,  Royal  Naval  Division. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  parcels  of  foodstuffs  and 
tobacco,  which  I  received  in  sj)lendid  condition.  I  thank  you 
and  all  concenied  in  the  League  most  sincerely  for  same.  I 
receive  all  your  jxircels  regularly  and  in  good  condition. 

Private,  Royal  Irish  Regiment. 

I  be.i;  to  thank  you  I'ur  the  kind  parcels  of  food  received,  for 
which  I  am  very  grateful.  I  am  specially  thankful  for  the 
Christmas  parcel,  which  arrived  at  the  beginning  of  the  month, 
and  for  the  articles  of  clothing  which  were  very  useful.  Again 
thanking  you  for  all  the  trouble  you  are  taking  on  my  behalf. 
Rifleman,  Irish  Rifles. 

I  am  extremely  grateful  to  you  for  your  cards  and  parcel, 
which  I  have  received.  I  can  answer  you  that  I.  and.  in  fact, 
all  my  comrades  here,  have  a  lot  to  be  thankful  for.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  maxim  "  out  of  sight  out  of  mind  "  does  not 
and  never  did  apply  to  the  people  at  home. 
Private  in  Royal  Irish  Rifles. 

I  herewith  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  postcard  and  parcel, 
which  I  have  received,  and  I  am  very  thankful  to  you  for  the 
same.  They  were  very  nice  things.  It  contained  soap, 
muffler,  pipe,  pouch,  tobacco,  cigarettes,  bread,  cake,  herrings, 
&c.,  and  I  thank  you  very  nuich  for  the  same. 
Private  in  2nd  Irish  Regiment. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  in  wTiting  you  this  letter,  and 
thanking  you  for  your  splendid  parcel  of  comforts,  which  I 
received  safe.  Everything  was  in  good  condition,  and  I  beg 
to  offer  you  heartfelt  thanks.  Some  of  the  articles  were  very 
urgentiv  rii|uired,  as  the  weather  here  is  very  cold. 
Trooper  in  the  5th  Lanceis. 

I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  kin<lne.ss  in  sending  me  a  parcel, 
and  also  for  your  kind  wishes.  It  is  a  grand  thing  to  know  that 
we  are  not  forgotten  by  the  kind  friends  in  Uie  dear  Homeland. 
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The  wcL-kly  lucctiiig.s  in  Hall  wcri;  llic  chief 
iiR'thod  of  keeping  up  interest  and  creating  a 
healthy  jjublic  opinion. 

(Sent  by  the  Secretary,  Barbados  Branch). 


ANNUAL   MEETING    OF   THE    BARBADOS   BRANCH. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BARBADOS,  AND  THE  WAR. 

In  September,  1914,  when  the  College  opened  for  the  Aiitunni 
Tenn,  Miss  James,  the  Head  Mistress,  gave  aMecture  on  the 
cause  of  the  war,  and  appealed  to  the  girls  to  give  their  help. 
A  Conunittee  was  fomied  composed  of  the  Mistresses  and  a 
girl  chosen  from  each  form,  and  meetings  took  place  about 
once  a  week.  One  of  the  suggestions  made  was  that  prize 
winners  should  give  up  their  prizes  for  the  year  antl  ask  the 
Governors  to  devote  the  money  to  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Relief 
Fund.  The  girls  generally,  however,  wished  to  make  some 
sacrifice  in  which  the  little  ones  could  also  join ;  it  was  therefore 
decided  to  give  up  sweets.  To  the  uninitiated,  it  is  perhaps 
necessary  to  explain  that  it  is  one  of  the  immemorial  customs 
of  yueen's  College  that  sweets  may  be  bought  once  a  week 
during  the  limch  hour  on  Friday :  the  jiresent  proposal  was 
that  the  money  usually  spent  on  chocolate  and  other  sweets 
sliould  be  turned  to  better  use  by  devoting  it  also  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales'  Fund.  Since  the  adoption  of  this  plan  a  splendid 
collection  has  been  derived  every  Friday  from  this  .source.  The 
siun  raised  for  the  Prince  of  Wales'  I'und  reached  $2^G.Go.  On 
Trafalgar  Day  a  special  collection  was  made  for  the  Belgian 
Relief  Fund,  each  girl  in  the  T'i)])er  Forms  giving  3d.  and  id.  or 
2d.  in  the  Ivower  Forms.  In  this  way  $5.79  was  collected. 
It  was  also  decided  that  a  number  of  garments,  ready  cut  out, 
sliould  be  obtained  from  Government  Hou.se  and  distributed 
among  those  girls  who  would  arrange  to  have  them  made.  In 
tliis  way  38  garments  were  completed  for  Queen  Mary's  Guild. 
The  girls  al.st)  began  to  kjiit  woollen  comforts,  little  warm 
Vwnnets  and  children's  jerseys,  and  when  the.sc  were  completed 
all  were  amazed  at  the  indiLstry  and  unsuspected  .skill  of  many 
of  the  pupils.  In  January,  1915.  it  was  decided  to  have  a 
monthly  subscription  and  to  continue  to  give  to  various  War 
Fluids.  Altogether  over  /^loo  has  been  collected  since  the 
coniniencement  of  the  W'ar.  ;{;rr)  was  al.so  given  to  the  wife  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  at  a  Hospital  in  France  for  the  help  of 
the  French  and  English  wounded  whom  she  was  nursing. 

The  girls'  work  luis  never  flagged  and  knitting  became  so 
jxipular  that  the  W<k>1  Fund  could  hardly  keep  pace  with  the 
wcHil  requireil. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Large  cousigmneuls  have  been  received  from  the 
Imperial  Order  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Empire. 
U.S.A.,  which  will  be  individually  acknowledged 
next  month.  A  bale  of  .shirts,  luufHers,  &c.,  has  been 
received  from  the  Aldridge  Working  rarty,  per  Mrs. 
Tarlcton  (r.(Ui  consignment)  ;  socks  and  mufflers 
from  the  Woottoii-under-Hdge  Working  Tarty,  per 
Mrs.  Ilunlky  (16th  consignment)  ;  shirts  and  socks 
from  the  Valding  Needlework  Guild,  per  Miss  Noakcs 
(13th  consignment)  ;  socks  from  Mrs.  Pearson  and 
a  parcel  of  gifts  from  Mrs.  Acland. 

News  from  Home  Hudgets  have  been  received  from 
the  Wit.anstede  Red  Cr<«s  Working  Party,  from  Enid 
Stacey,  Doris  liurwood,  D.  A.  Leach.  Philip  Leach 
and  Richar<l  Croft.  From  the  following  membersof 
the  Cleckheatou  branch  of  the  League,  per  Miss  Daft : 
Nellie  Miller,  .\da  Berry,  Amy  Crowther.  Gladys 
Drake,  Janet  Mildred  Speight.  Mary  Downcnd  (2). 
Annie  Berry,  Nellie  Taylor.  Winifred  Cooper,  Doris 
M.  Coates,  Marjorie  Wilson,  Dorothy  Ilelmshaw, 
Gladys  Speight,  Dorothy  Tattersall,  Phyllis  Drake, 
Mirrie  Adams,  Emily  Simper,  Doris  Smith  (2),  Connie 
Castle,  .\nnie  Hayes.  A  well-filled  "  gay  bag  "  from 
EuidM.  Uracey. 

Entries  for  the  Story  Competitions  have  been 
received  from  Doris  Burwood.  I.  jVylctt,  G.  Knights, 
Ethel  Michael  and  Joan  L-  Blake. 


COMPETITIONS. 


We  hope  that  a  large  number  of  our  readers  will  enter  for  one  or 
other  of  the  competitions,  which  will  always  be  adjudged  at  the  end 
of  each  school  term.  Prizes  and  certificates  will  be  awarded  for  the 
best  work  sent  in . 

1.  Best  account,  not  exceeding  300  words,  of  a  holiday  in  wartime 

2.  For  the  best  home-made  housewife  for  a  soldier. 

3.  The  best  set  of  garments  for  a  small  .Serbian  child.  Cut  out 
paper  patterns  of  the  different  little  garments — three  in  all  ;  a 
chemise,  a  skirt,  a  bolero — may  be  obtained  from  the  League  of 
the  Empire,  together  with  full  particulars  for  making.  Prizes  will 
be  given  for  the  best  set.  and  special  marks  will  be  given  for 
ingenuity,  taste  and  good  workmanship.  Quite  small  pieces  of 
stuff  may  be  used  up  in  the  skirt  and  bolero,  as  contrasting  colours 
are  appropriate.  All  garments  will  afterwards  be  sent  to  the  Serbian 
orphans. 

4.  A  little  account,  not  exceeding  200  words,  of  what  has  been 
done  to  help  the  Red  Cross  in  your  neighbourhood. 

5.  Both  boys  and  girls  can  make  a  scrap  book,  a"  News  from  Home 
Budget,"  for  the  woimdcd  soldiers.  The  books  should  be  about 
12  in.  long  by  10  in.  wide,  the  pages,  including  the  cover,  maj'  be  made 
of  brown  or  other  strong  paper  (no  stiff  boards  are  permitted).  The 
Budgets  should  consist  of  at  least  12  pages — only  printed  matter 
may  be  included.  The  Budget  should  contain  interesting  bits  ot 
home  news,  descriptions  of  sports,  bright  sayings,  short  stories, 
verses  and  pictures,  all  cut  out  from  newspapers  and  magazines  ; 
photographs,  drawings  and  picture  postcards  may  also  be  used. 
These  Budgets  will  be  sent  to  Hospitals  abroad  where  men  come  in 
straight  from  the  trenches  and  want  something  at  once  to  remind 
them  of  home. 

All  competitors  must  be  mider  20  years  of  age.  The  name, 
address  and  age  must  be  given  on  all  work  sent  in  for  competition. 
In  adjudging  prizes  age  will  be  taken  into  consideration.  Prizes 
will  be  awarded  three  times  yearly,  at  Christmas,  Easter  and  Mid- 
summer. 

A  coupon  or  id.  stamp  must  accompany  work  sent  in  for  com- 
petition ;  otherwise  no  coupon  is  required,  nor  is  there  any  age  hmit. 

All  contributions  must  be  addressed  to  Mrs.  Ord  Marshall, 

the    League    of     tlie     Empire,    28,    Buckingham     Gate, 

London,  S.W. 
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THE    ARMY    OF    LEAGUE    HELPERS. 


"  My  lioUl  (if  the  Colnnics  is  in  Uu'  rinse  afl'cctiun  wliiili  grows 
from  ooiiiiuon  names,  frnm  kindred  lilocd,  fnim  similar  privileges 
and  equal  protection.  These  are  ties  which,  though  light  as  air,  are 
as  strong  as  links  of  iron." — Bi'RKK  (i  775). 

Dear  rk.vdicrs  ov  thk  Ai.r.-Ria)  M.\ii.. 

Since  Hurkc,  the  great  .statesman,  nunle  the  .speech,  from 
which  I  have  quoted  above,  the  Colonies  have  become  self- 
governing,  aiul  the  freer  in  action  they  have  become  the 
loyaler  has  been  their  feeling  towards  Ivngland.  Conld  there 
be  greater  proof  of  it  than  tlic  magnificent,  unswerving  support 
they  have  given  in  the  war  .'  Men  and  money  have  been 
ponred  out  in  one  great  stream  in  order  to  uphold  that  spirit 
of  liberty  for  which  Ivngland  stands,  Ivven  in  those  days, 
Burke,  addressing  luigland  on  the  subject  of  the  Colonies,  said  : 

"  Slavery  they  can  have  anywhere.  It  is  a  weed  that  grows  in 
every  soil.  They  may  have  it  from  Spain,  they  may  have  it  from 
I'ru.ssia.  But  until  you  become  lost  to  all  feeling  of  your  true  interest 
and  your  natural  dignity — 

— Freedom  they  can  have  from  none  but  you." 

The  wondrous  rally  of  the  whole  Empire  to  the  help  of  the 
Mother  Comitry  was  brought  most  forcibly  before  me  the  other 
day  when,  at  the  invitation  of  the  League.  I  was  present  at  a 
thrilling  little  ceremony — the  gift  of  a  flag  to  a  detachment  of 
invalided  Xew  Zealanders  returiting  home.  It  was  a  very 
stirring  scetie,  and  it  took  place  in  the  gloomy  walls  of  Pad- 
dington  Station.  The  flag  was  a  beautiful  large  silken  T'nion 
Jack,  and  from  the  staff  depended  a  fine  solid  silver  shield, on 
which  was  engraved  : 

"  To  THE  NEW  Zealand  Heroes. 

Galupoi,!,  1915. 
From  the  Women  of  Engi<and." 

We  waited  for  some  time  at  the  station.  Admiral  Fremantle, 
the  fine  old  sailor,  holding  the  flag,  while  romid  him  were 
grouped  many  well-knowni  Xew  Zealanders,  including  the 
High  Coimnissioner  for  Xew  Zealand.  At  last  we  heard  the 
soimds  of  the  band,  and  up  the  platform  came  the  gallant 
company  of  those  who  had  given  the  best  of  their  strength  and 
health  for  the  Empire. 

It  was  I/ady  Smith-Dorrien  who  presented  the  flag,  and  then 
Miss  Chamberlain,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Chamberlain, 
spoke  some  words  of  greeting  and  farewell. 

Three  cheers  were  raised  for  the  Xew  Zealanders,  and  then 
the  men  entrained  to  the  plaintive  strains  of  "  Keep  the  Home 
Fires  Burning."  Flowers  and  cigarettes  were  showered  on  the 
men,  and  as  there  seemed  so  much  tobacco  about  I  gave  them 
some  magazines.  I  don't  think  there  were  many  dry  eyes  as 
the  train  steamed  out  of  the  station  ;  in  fact,  it  is  difficult  to 
write  about  it.  I  shall  never  forget  those  bronzed  faces  at  the 
windows  of  the  carriages,  some  trying  to  force  a  smile,  most  of 
them  looking  back  wistfully,  it  seemed  to  me,  with  a  whole 
world  of  experience  and  disappointment  in  their  eyes,  and  yet  a 
daimtless  courage. 

We  fluttered  ovir  handkerchiefs  and  cried  words  of  "  God- 
speed "  till  the  train  disappeared.  Do  yoti  know  the  imutter- 
able  depression  that  conies  over  you  when  the  last  carriage  has 
vanished  from  view  ? 

As  we  walked  to  the  Undergromid  we  talked  to  a  Xew 
Zealander  who  lives  in  England.  "  Sad  to  see  the  boys  go, 
isn't  it  ?  "  he  said.  "  But  do  you  know  what  they  said  to  me  ? 
'  Don't  think  you've  shimted  us.  We'll  get  fit  again  in  two 
months  in  Xew  Zealand,  and  come  back  and  help  you  again.'  " 


A    NEW   ZEAL.'SiNDER    WITH    THE    PRESENTATION    FLAG    AND 
SHIELD,    PADDINGTON    STATION.    1<)I6, 


Could  there  be  anything  finer  in  the  world  than  that  ? 

We  want  the  readers  of  the  All-Red  M.\il  to  continue  to  do 
their  share  for  the  men  in  the  fighting  hue.  A  gift  from  home 
brings  with  it  a  thrill  that  is  something  apart  from  the  gift 
itself.  Tliis  month,  however,  perhaps  you  would  like  to  help 
give  the  other  Overseas  tmits  as  they  go  home  a  flag  and  silver 
sliield  which  tliey  may  keep  as  a  memento  of  the  gratitude  we 
women  and  girls  feel  for  their  loyalty  and  wonderful  self- 
sacrifice.  If  so,  send  the  pennies  to  ]VIrs.  Ord  Marshall,  who 
will  see  to  the  buying  of  the  flags  and  tell  us  about  some  of  the 
other  presentations  as  time  goes  on. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Bella  Sidney  woolf 

(]\irs.  R.  H.  LOCK). 
Letters  should  be  addressed — 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Lock,  League  of  the  Empire  Office, 
28,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. 

For  other  acknowledgments  see  pages  29  and  3 1 . 
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